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Seems not to long ago when the title of 
the newsletter was “All Change"  
Well this time at least we have a bit of 
continuity . We are losing our dear friend 
Arrick but keeping Douglas, now as our 
Locum. Losing Jim Skinner as Interim 
Moderator and welcoming Jill Clancy to 
that role. 
More over we are welcoming back Jim 
Davidson as Web Master. no one is more 
pleased than me to see Jim back in the 
chair. 
 

Ian Murphy  
 

From the Editor 
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A Letter from Douglas 
 

 

Time is a constant, yet it can seem to move quickly or slowly 

depending on what is going on in our lives or the life of the 

church.  There certainly has been a lot happening behind the 

scenes in our church.   

We say farewell to Arrick and Jim who have both worked so 

hard for us here in Drongan (and Coylton!).  I personally will 

miss working with both of them.  Our spell of working  to-

gether has been a very happy fulfilling and rewarding time for 

me personally.  I know also that Arrick has been someone you 

have taken to your hearts and will be missed, as is the case 

with Jim. 

As many have said, we wish Arrick and Jim every best wish 

for the future and prayerfully place them and their families 

into God's loving care. 

 

Change is part of life and something we all have to live with 

and adapt to.  Different people can see change differently. 

There must have been many changes here during the last fifty 

years.  Some changes would have been welcomed, others not 

so much.   

 

People respond differently to change. Whatever our reaction 

to change, it is inevitable.  If change did not take place, then 

we may still be living off the land in a hand to mouth exist-

ence with no running water, electricity and all the other mod-

ern conveniences that we now take for granted.  For these 

things to happen, change had to occur. 

 

Before Christ came to earth, there was an orderly system of 

religion.  It was refined and built on the laws of God, yet de-

spite man’s best efforts, it did not meet the deep need of the 

people for a close personal relationship with God.   
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God’s love for each one of us is so strong that He sent Jesus 

to suffer and die for us, taking all our wrongdoing on Him-

self in order that we might be free to enjoy and worship 

Him, safe in His wonderful love.  For this to happen, the 

world was turned upside-down.  Not for the sake of it of 

course, but because it was necessary.  Values were chal-

lenged and traditions were questioned.  For many, Jesus 

brought turmoil.  Their precious way of life was threatened 

beyond their ken.  Yet through all this turmoil, through all 

this change and seeming chaos, God’s love was a constant.  

God’s love and compassion was at the heart of these mo-

mentous events.  It is easy for us, with our 21st Century 

eyes, to look back and see the loving, caring intent behind 

the change to the old order. 

 

Be assured that any future changes we will experience as a 

congregation, God will be with us to love, to hold, to chal-

lenge, to guide and to bless.  Without change, we would not 

be able to move onto the next chapter in the life of our con-

gregation.  Without change, we would be in danger of stag-

nating.  Without change, we would not have the opportunity 

of trusting and resting in God’s love. 

 

As we experience change and build ourselves up, may we, 

in the fullness of time, be able to bring change in the lives 

of the people of this village.  May any change enable us to 

bring to the community, the love of God, which is a con-

stant in times of change and throughout time itself.   

“Jesus Christ, the Same Yesterday, Today and Forever.” 

May God richly bless you and those dear to you. 

Douglas 
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CHALLENGE TO THE 

CHURCH 

We are participating in the National Stewardship  

Programme launched by the General Assembly in 2011.   

A Congregational Gathering, at the heart of our giving programme, will 

soon be taking place.  This will be on Wednesday 21st September at 7pm 

in the Schaw Kirk. 

These will be opportunities for all of us to hear about the wonderful work 

that is done because we give money to  

God for the work of his Church.   Good things that happen here, good 

things that happen throughout Scotland,  

good things that happen in other parts of the world – all because members 

of this congregation and other  

congregations of the Church of Scotland give money to enable the sharing 

of the gospel. 

Our giving really does make a difference by enriching individual lives and 

the lives of communities. 

At the Congregational Gathering there will be plenty of time to ask ques-

tions and make comments.  There will also be time to chat with others 

over a cup of tea or coffee. 

Look out for your visitor, bringing your invitation.  Please make a special 

effort to come to one of our  

Congregational Gatherings and hear good news! 

Drongan: The Schaw Kirk 

Charity number SC030714 (Church of Scotland) 
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is on Friday 21st October, leaving 
the Schaw Kirk at 12.30pm and  

returning around 5 pm.   
 

Mystery Tour by minibus followed 
by afternoon tea.   

 
If you wish to go, please add your 

details to the list at the back of the 
church.  Places are limited.  For 

further information,  
see Eleanor Crate (01290 531560) 

The Senior 

Members’  

Annual outing  
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The Annual Congregational Trip  

Don’t forget to visit our newly  

re-vamped  

WebSite 

http://

www.dronganschawkirk.co.uk/ 

 

Contact : Jim Davidson @ 

jasrd@btopenworld.com 
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The Makkers have produced 

coasters for sale. This is only a 

small sample of the designs 

available.  

They are priced at: 

£2 for 1 

£6 for 4 

£10 for 6 

Order at the Gathering night 

Or see Jean Burns 

07875795052 

Its this time of year again when our choir will be starting 

their practice nights including our ’Carols by Candle-light’ 

evening. 

We have our practices on a Thursday night at 7pm,  

starting on September 1st . We would be delighted to get new 

members to join us, and they would be 

made most welcome. 
 

Yours 
 

Christabel 

Reminder 
Kirk Session and  

Congregational Board 
Meet on 19th Sept at 7pm 
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The vastly popular Thursday Lunch 
Club is back after it’s summer break. 

Starts back Thursday 18 August 
Every Thursday  

12—1:30pm 

The Schaw Kirk Guild 

Will resume on Wednesday 28th September at 2pm 

For it’s first meeting of the new session 

And the registration of members Old and New 

Be Bold Be Strong 

Go in Joy 

The Sunday School restarts on  
Sunday 21 August. 

Any and every child is welcome to come 
at 11am every Sunday. 

 

We are also in need of helpers  
at the Sunday School,  

if you think you can help please speak 
to Margaret Findlay  

or our Session Clerks 
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STAY FOR SOUP 

AND A CHAT 
 

There are 3 soup lunches planned from now to December  

Put them in your diary and stay for some homemade soup and a 

wee blether. 

 

10 Sept Donations will be sent to DEBRA, a charity that helps those 

with a terrible skin condition called EB. (SC039654) 

2    Oct  Donations will be gathered for DEC,  

the Disasters Emergency Committee, made up of 13 charities,  

including Christian Aid, Oxfam and Save The Children, which 

launches and co-ordiantes responses to major disasters. (106238) 

6    Nov Donations will be sent to Combat Stress (SC038828).  

They treat veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder, 

depression and anxiety. 

If you'd like to help serve soup or wash the dishes,   
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If you have anything you can  

add to the Newsletter  

Let Me Know 

 
Contact: 

Ian Murphy  

01290 423675 

ianm_cumnock@yahoo.co.uk 

This space is empty and 

needs to be filled !! 
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It is lovely to have fresh flowers in the  

Chancel of the Schaw Kirk each Sunday.  

But someone needs to  

provide them- would you be willing to to do this one  

Sunday of 2016?  

All you need to do is add your name to the flower  

calendar on the date of your choice then purchase flowers  

a day or two before.  

 

Speak to Margaret Findlay, our Flower Convenor, for 

details or to your Elder. There are 52 Sundays to cover 

and we need your help. 
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1. How many books are there in the Bible? 
2. How many books are there in the Old Testament? 
3. How many books are there in the New Testa-
ment? 
4. Which is the shortest book in the Bible? 
5. Which is the longest book in the Bible? 
6. Which is the shortest chapter in the Bible? 
7. Which is the longest chapter in the Bible? 
8. Which is the shortest verse in the Bible? 
9. Which is the longest verse in the Bible? 
10. Which chapter of which book has been  
       calculated as being at the middle of the Bible? 
11. Which is the first book in the Bible? 
12. Which is the last book in the Bible? 
13. Which is the first book in the New Testament? 
14. Which is the last book in the Old Testament? 
15. In what year was the Authorised Version of the        
Bible first produced? 
16. Which English monarch was responsible for the 
Authorised Version of the Bible? 
17. What are the first three words of the book of 
Genesis? 
18. Which other book begins with the same three 
words? 
19. In what language was most of the Old Testa-
ment originally written? 
20. In what language was most of the New Testa-
ment written? 
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As part of the Church of Scotland and therefore, 

the Body of Christ.  

We at the Schaw Kirk believe  

strongly in the  power of prayer. 

 

We have a regular prayer group, so should you 

ever feel that you need prayed for. Or if you 

know of someone who would befit  from prayer, 

then please use one of the request cards in the 

vestry or speak to an elder. 

 

We would also love to welcome you into  

our prayer circle,.  

 

Just talk to Anne Robertson our prayer convenor 
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1. Sixty Six (66) 

2. Thirty Nine (39) 

3. Twenty Seven (27) 

4. 2nd Epistle of John (by number of verses: 13) 3rd 

Epistle of John (by number of words) 

5. Psalms (150 Chapters)) 

6. Psalm 117 (2 verses) 

7. Psalm 119 (176 verses) 

8. John 11 v 35 (2 words: �Jesus wept�) 

9. Esther 8 v 9 (78 words) 

10. Psalm 118 

11. Genesis 

12. Revelation 

13. Matthew 

14. Malachi 

15. 1611 

16. King James 

17. �In the beginning� 

18. Gospel of John 

19. Hebrew 

The Answers 

No Cheeting 
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Charity No: SC 030714  (Church of Scotland) 

  web site : www.dronganschawkirk.co.uk 

 

Aug 7  Margaret Findlay Myra Baird 

Aug 14 Anne Hope  Rena Robertson 

Aug 21 Margaret Clark Moira Pirie 

Aug 28 Jean Chesworth Pam Wagstaff 

 

Sep 4  Gordon Wark  Eleanor Crate 

Sep 11  Anne Robertson May McKelvie 

Sep 18  Jean Burns  Irene Graham 

Sep 25  Geoff Chesworth Gwen Rankin 


